IGW book rips Warren Commission , 
critics’ tiieories to slireiis ' 


By VICTOR LASKY 
NEW YORK 

So much fanliiy bai 
been moven around the Ira* 
fie death o( Prciidcru Ken-, 
nedy lhal it ia i pleaiure lo / 
report that a new book, 
written by one of Iht na- 
tion’i hoeit reportera. auc- 
cessfully rcplieg to the in* 
Buendoet, auapicioni, and 
accutalioni that bava creat- 
ed confusion and doubt 
around the world. 

And what a book! It ripi 
to ahreda the Ihcorica 
rspou.^^ed by lueh cnlici of 
the Warren Commission as 
the exhibilionift Mark Lane, : 
one of whose previous, 
tlaima to fame was beinc 
fined MIS for Unorinx 10 
Manhaitan IrafTic tlckc<i. 
And It even Ukea on the 
colourful and ambltioui 
New Orleans District AL 
lorney Jim Garrison, whoso 
antics have gained him no- 
toriety on the world'a front 
pafici. 

Eyc-wHness, 

a 

Charles RobcHa, author of 
•The Truth About The As- 
aassination,** wsa an eye- 
wilncsi to the dreadful 
evrntf that occurred in 
Dallas. Moreover, Roberta, 
who is Whi/e House ro- 
porter for Newsweek mada- ^ 
line, war one . of the two 
newsmen who flew to Wash- 
ington aboard Air Force 
One. aCer he had witness- 
ed Lyndon Jolinson’i awear- 
Inc-ln as President. 

One of the chapters In 
his new US^l paperback 


book (Grosict A DunUp) 
deals wilh the errori bo 
found in the much-discusi- ^ 
ed book by W'illiam Man- 
chester. He lakes l»*ue with 
Manchester's auc^rslioni , 
that Johnson was unseemly 
In his baste to assume the 
presidency. Instead, Roberta \ 
lays, Johnsons Uke-over . 
was -careful, correct, eoo- 
aiderate end compas- 
aionMe.’* And he adds: -A 
lor.fi tradition of quick iuc- 
cession In §uch circuma* 
tanecs and the uncertain 
a! ale of the world at 
time dictated that Johnson, 
already rrcsidcnl under the 
constitution, ihould take hif . 
oath lo defend the conititu- 
Hon at the first opportunity. . 
No( lo have done ao would 
have tended to perpetuate 
the vacuum of power that 
seemed to exist In the firat 
two hours after the fatal 
•hot." 

AUhoufih Roberta corrects 
other Manches'er misjudf- 
meats and jttst plain errora, 
his main purpose in writ- 
inx this book was to mako 
a poinl-by-poinl refutation . 
of attacks on Ibe Warren 
Report by such critics aa 
.Lane. Harold Weisberf, and 
Edward J. Epstein. The 
• manner In which they de- 
liberately distorted the evi- 
dence contained In the 
voluminous documentation 
of the report la truly aa- 
toumlinfi. 

Roberts really fioes after 
those deluded souls who be- 
lieve that somehow the 
truth about Dallas has been, 
concealed because of t 
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conspiracy. Tbo tulhor 
quotes 0 secret service 
•fient on this subject: *‘U 

this is a conspiracy, It's 
really a big one. U'l pot to 
Include the Dallas Police 
Force, the Secret Service, 
the FDI, all those doctors 
at Parkland, all those doc- 
tors at Bethesda, the entire 
Wiiren Commission, the 
Warren Commission ftaff, 
the Justice Department, and 
finally the Attorney Cen- 
tral, or.lt Just won't work." 

And, as Roberta notes, 
the Attorney General at 
that tima was Robert F. 
Kennedy. "Somehow, after 
. that," be writes, **1 could 
never * take conspiracy 
theories very aerioualy.** 

• > 

i Takes issue 

t Tbit la a book that does 
for the Warren Commia- 
’ lion what It apparently. WM 
unable to do for itself. 

The foreword, Incidenlal- 

* ly, la by Pierre Salinper 
who takes issue with those 
who have called for a re- 
openinp of the Warren 

• C^mission Investicalion. 
Sayi JFK'a preii aecro- 
Ury: 

"In my opinion thoae 
who have made such do- 
.mands have not taken the 
time to make the kind of 
careful study made by Mr. 
Roberts. Had they done ao 
they would have arrived at 
the same conclusion that 
he did. 'Thst is. In fact, that 
not one shred of new evl- 
dence has been broucht 
. forth by anyone since the 
Warren Commission made 
Its findings public which 
would merit auch i new 
hearing.** — NANA 
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